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DEAR AACAP COLLEAGUES:
Child and adolescent psychiatrists are advocates at heart, as we champion youth and families to succeed no
matter the obstacles. We’ve progressed along our journey to strengthen our efforts. An important step forward
was creating a political action committee (PAC) for AACAP. Having a successful PAC, in addition to our other
efforts within our Department of Government Affairs, was critical in lifting the voices of children’s mental health
and taking action. I have always felt strongly that the power of a PAC would strengthen our advocacy work
and help elevate AACAP’s mission to promote the healthy development of children, adolescents, and families
through advocacy, education, and research. I feel more strongly about this than ever.
I am so grateful for the leadership of our former AACAP President Dr. Bob Hendren, DO, who led us as the
inaugural Chair of our AACAP-PAC Board. I was humbled to later serve as Co-Chair of the AACAP-PAC
Board, alongside Dr. Hendren. Helping to educate and elect candidates for Congress that support issues
important to AACAP, child and adolescent psychiatrists, and our patients is so important. I saw firsthand how
critical it is for AACAP to elevate children’s mental health alongside the work of other medical and dental
society PACs. As AACAP President, I am regularly reminded about the importance of helping elect members
of Congress who prioritize and help advance AACAP advocacy priorities.
One year into the national children’s mental health emergency declaration and with a mid-term election before
us that could shift the power in Washington, supporting AACAP-PAC is essential. As an AACAP member, I
view it as my duty to support the AACAP-PAC annually with a financial contribution and I invite you to join me.
In 2022, we have made progress. Congress has successfully passed, and President Biden has signed into
law, measures that will help improve access to child and adolescent psychiatrists through school-based health
programs and the Pediatric Mental Health Care Access Programs. Congress has also reauthorized and
funded the Pediatric Subspecialty Loan Repayment Program that will fund student loan repayment programs
for physicians, including child and adolescent psychiatrists, who serve children. And we saw the launch of the
Congressionally mandated 9-8-8 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline and the unprecedented attention on mental health
since AACAP declared children’s mental health a national public health emergency one year ago alongside the
American Academy of Pediatrics and the Children’s Hospital Association. I am proud knowing that AACAP
members and advocates contributed to each of these successes.
There is still much work to be done in enhancing children’s mental health, including strengthening and
diversifying the pediatric mental health workforce and ensuring that children are accessing evidence-based
mental health care when and where they need it. AACAP-PAC supports our advocacy goals by supporting
candidates that share our policy and advocacy goals.
AACAP-PAC would not exist without the help of our AACAP-PAC donors. Because of your support, many
candidates for Congress are better informed about AACAP policy priorities and evidence-based ways to
expand access to child and adolescent psychiatrists. Thank you. I look forward to hopefully gathering in
person throughout the next year to raise additional funds for the AACAP-PAC.
I also want to acknowledge the commitment and leadership of our AACAP-PAC board of directors and our
PAC board co-chairs, Drs. Bob Hendren, DO and Scott Palyo, MD. 2023 marks a shift in Dr. Hendren’s
role on the AACAP-PAC Board. I cannot thank him enough for his leadership and dedication in forming and
nurturing the AACAP-PAC and for leaving it in the capable hands of the current Co-chair, Scott Palyo, MD,
and the other board members.
Warmly,

Warren Y.K. Ng, MD, MPH
President
The American Association of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry

THANK YOU TO OUR 2022
AACAP-PAC BOARD
Robert Hendren, DO (Co-Chair) (CA)
Scott Palyo, MD (Co-Chair) (NY)
George Fouras, MD (CA)
Lisa Durette, MD (NV)
Karen Pierce, MD (IL)
Gabrielle Shapiro, MD (NY)
Bela Sood, MD (VA)
Edward Bender, DO (ME)
Elizabeth Wagner, MD (RI)

MISSION

VISION

To educate, support, and
elect candidates for Congress
who advocate for child and
adolescent psychiatry and
child mental health.

Child and adolescent
psychiatry will have strong
relationships with legislators,
so that Congress acts to
improve child mental health.

STATEMENT

STATEMENT

STAND WITH
AACAP-PAC
AND SUPPORT
OUR NATION’S
VULNERABLE
YOUTH
“AACAP-PAC and its Board stands in opposition to
recent trends that would directly harm transgender
youth. We pledge to support candidates for Congress who will stand up for what is right and protect
our nation’s most vulnerable. I lead and contribute
to AACAP-PAC so that our nation’s youth can live
healthy and happy lives.”
Scott Palyo, MD,
AACAP-PAC Co-Chair

STATEMENTS
“The AACAP-PAC Board will disqualify from consideration all 147 U.S. Representatives and Senators who voted against certifying the results of the November 2020 presidential election from potentially receiving AACAP-PAC financial
support, for the foreseeable future.
AACAP-PAC takes our responsibility very seriously. Our central mission is to
foster good government and advance children’s mental health. Those Members of Congress who voted against certifying the results of our free and fair
election have undermined faith in democracy and supported lies that incited a
violent insurrection. In critical moments like these, good leadership truly matters. As we know well, children are watching our nation’s response to this time
of crisis. AACAP-PAC is committed to only supporting candidates and elected
officials who uphold our democracy and fulfill their responsibilities with respect
and integrity, while advancing children’s mental health.
AACAP-PAC has been and continues to be a bi-partisan PAC which supports
people on both sides of the aisle who have demonstrated a commitment to
promoting children’s mental health and wellbeing. As always, we are wholly dependent on your voluntary, non tax-deductible contributions completely
separate from your AACAP dues. In a typical two-year Congressional cycle,
our available resources limit AACAP-PAC to contributions in-hand and typically
number some 30-40 in total.”
Sincerely,
The AACAP-PAC Board

AACAP-PAC 101

What is AACAP-PAC?
It is the political action
committee of the American
Association of Child and
Adolescent Psychiatry. We
support candidates for
Congress who support
child and adolescent
psychiatry and are
prochildren’s
mental health.

Why do we need
AACAP-PAC?
Decisions about
your future are made
in Washington, DC
whether you are there
or not. AACAP-PAC
gives us a seat at the
table to make sure
our voice is heard in
the conversation.

Why should I contribute
to AACAP-PAC?
The more money we
raise - the more mental
health champions we
can elect. The future
of our profession is at
stake. Your contribution
matters and it is needed,
no matter the size.

AACAP-PAC ethical?
Yes, PACs are legal,
ethical and common.
Contributions to political
action committees are
protected under the
First Amendment.

How do I learn more
about AACAP-PAC?
Visit aacap-pac.com! You
can also email our team at
pac@aacap.com or give us
a call at 202-587-9669.

2022 CANDIDATES
2022 AACAP-PAC Supported Candidates

Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (D-NV)
Sen. Maggie Hassan (D-NH)
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK)
Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA)
Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR)
Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE)
Rep. Vern Buchanan (R-FL)
Rep. Tony Cárdenas (D-CA)
Rep. Nanette Diaz Barragan (D-CA)
Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA)
Rep. Brett Guthrie (R-KY)
Rep. Robin Kelly (D-IL)
Asif Mahmood Candidate for Congress (D-CA)
Rep. Richard Neal (D-MA)
Rep. Frank Pallone (D-NJ)
Rep. Raul Ruiz (D-CA)
Rep. Kim Schrier (D-WA)
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-NJ)
Congressional Hispanic Caucus BOLD PAC

THANK YOU
AACAP-PAC Thanks our 2022 Contributors

CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE • $1000 +
CALIFORNIA
William Arroyo, MD
George Fouras, MD
Robert Hendren, DO
Robert Holloway, MD
Roger Wu, MD
COLORADO

Sandra Fritsch, MD
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Heidi Fordi, CAE
Megan Schott, MD
ILLINOIS
Karen Pierce, MD
KENTUCKY

Marian Swope, MD
NEVADA
Lisa Durette, MD
NEW JERSEY
Debra Koss, MD
NEW YORK
Gabrielle Carlson, MD

Cathryn Galanter, MD
Warren Y.K. Ng, MD
Melvin Oatis, MD
Scott Palyo, MD
Gabrielle Shapiro, MD
PENNSYLVANIA
Randall Gurak, MD

DOLLAR-A-DAY CLUB • $365 - $999
ARIZONA
Suzanne Don, MD
CALIFORNIA
Joseph Green, MD

CONNECTICUT
Brian Keyes, MD
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Alexis Geier-Horan

MARYLAND
Laura Willing, MD
NEW JERSEY
Anne Frederickson, MD

NEW YORK
Maalobeeka
Gangopadhyay, MD

Jeanette Scheid, MD
MISSOURI
Balkozar Adam, MD
NEW JERSEY
Adam Sagot, DO
NEW YORK
Mark Owens, DO
Jose Vito, MD
Deborah Weisbrot, MD
Maria Zerrate, MD

NORTH CAROLINA
Terrence Bethea, MD
PENNSYLVANIA
Justin Schreiber, DO
VIRGINIA
Ross Goodwin, MD
WASHINGTON
Avanti Bergquist, MD
Zsolt Lorant, MD

SILVER CIRCLE • $100 - $364
ALABAMA
Nelson Handal, MD
CALIFORNIA
Amna Aziz, MD Shetal
Shawn Sidhu, MD
COLORADO
Christopher Rogers, MD
FLORIDA
Elise Fallucco, MD
Pamela Hoffman, MD

Fred Seligman, MD
Michael Shapiro, MD
MAINE
Edward Bender, DO
MARYLAND
Jill Brafford
Jennifer Dorr, DO
MASSACHUSETTS
Christopher Bellonci, MD
MICHIGAN

AACAP-PAC SUPPORTERS • UP TO $100
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Te Erickson
Rob Grant

NEW YORK
Sarah Berkson, MD

RHODE ISLAND
Elizabeth Wagner, MD

Thank you on behalf of the AACAP-PAC Board
www.aacap-pac.com

Randall Gurak, MD at a fundraising event
for Congressman Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA)
representing AACAP PAC. Dr. Gurak is a
child and adolescent psychiatrist from Valley
Forge, Pennsylvania.

Mark Borer, MD and Lisa Blunt Rochester,
United States Congresswoman, proudly
serving Delaware.

Screen shots from the 2022 virtual PAC reception
during AACAP’s Annual Meeting.

AACAP-PAC is a separate segregated fund established by the American
Association of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry. Contributions to AACAP-PAC
are completely voluntary. You may choose not to contribute without reprisal.
Contributions are not limited to the suggested amount, subject to overall
limits. Contributions or gifts to AACAP-PAC will be used for political purposes and are not tax deductible. Federal law requires us to use our best efforts
to collect and report the name, mailing address, occupation, and name of
employer of individuals whose contributions exceed $200 in a calendar year.
Voluntary political contributions are subject to limitations of FEC regulations.
Foreign nationals cannot contribute to AACAP-PAC.

AACAP-PAC.COM

